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• 10/18 Halloween Party 
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• 11/23 Board & Regional 
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• 12/6 Christmas Party 

• 12/14 Board Mtg.            
No Regional Mtg.  
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Inside this issue: 

Hello Everyone,  

Well we don’t have much to put into 
our newsletter this month. That 
must mean summer is coming to an 
end and here comes the cold.   

Well, it’s looking like CMRO will 
probably be joining with ABATE of 
OH come this December.  We need 
the membership of CMRO to voice 
their opinions.  We need some other 
members to step up to help and run 
this organization on all levels. It 
isn’t hard, it’s not all that time con-
suming. You need to devote I would 
say about 12 hours of your time 
monthly.  The time you spend is up 
to you and the position you would 
do.   

I admit that I am one of the board 
members who is tired of holding 
multiple positions, but I don’t want 
to see CMRO go away. Think of all 
the hard work that has been done 

over the past 20 years to 
keep CMRO running. By 
giving up CMRO to 
ABATE of OH what do 
you think the people 
who fought so hard to 
start getting it go-
ing would think.  I 
know ABATE of OH 
is for the same fight and has so many 
more members, but….. 

My question is why did the State Board of 
ABATE/CMRO decide to spend all that 
money to drop the ABATE from our name 
a few years ago just because ABATE of 
OH was getting all the credit at the State 
Capital to just roll over and DIE! 
Denise 
Membership Secretary since 1999 
Treasurer since 2003 
Newsletter Crew Member since 1998 
PRICELESS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

October 2008  

     Region 8  

Welcome New Members 

Happy Birthday to… 
 

Amy Griffin Shari Henson  Diana McDonald    Diann Shoenfelt 

John Tessanne  Laura Tessanne Dennis Albert, Jr. 

Bryce Corbin  Ned Lewton  Lennie Malterer  

Les Rue Joe Scarpino, Jr.  Donald Scott, Jr.  John Setvin 

 And anyone else we may have missed. 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
9/21/2008 @ Somerdale Inn. “ Emergency Board Meeting” 
 
Joining ABATE of OH– CMRO will stay the same for 2 years. After 2 years CMRO will be phased into ABATE of 
OH.  ABATE of OH will honor CMRO memberships. (This is what came out of the State Board Meeting in Au-
gust)  
We want to try to keep Region 8 together.   
Mike G. motioned “The board to approve joining ABATE of OH” Hip 2nd.  After discussion the board will bring 
the up to the region for a vote.  
Next State Board Meeting October 5th with ABATE of OH.  
 
The membership needs to voice their opinion on joining ABATE of OH!   
 
Chuck W. motioned to adjourn, Mark M. 2nd.  

Regional Meeting Minutes 

9/28/2008 @ Rocky’s  

Legislative Run  brought in $21. 

State Board meeting October 5th, 12 noon, at 
American Legion in Canton.  Meeting again 
with  ABATE of OH.  

County Reps:  Tusc. County: Halloween Party 
at the Red Onion Party Center.  October 18th.  
Other Reps  “ Nothing”.  

Old Business:  Halloween Party Set. Need peo-
ple to work the gate.  CMRO will pay for the 
meat.  

New Business:  Christmas Party– Hip to  work 
on details.  

Canton Swap Meet: Bob B. motioned “Keep 
the Swap Meet” Chuck W. 2nd.  

Joining with ABATE of OH, per Eldon, other 
Regions are willing to join.  Motion was made 
by Jim F. “Region 8 to join ABATE of OH.” 
Mike G 2nd.  Discussion;  CMRO will not have 
a state board after December so CMRO will no 
longer be able to function.   

We did an early nomination for Region 8  and  it 
doesn’t look good.  Most of our current board mem-
bers have been doing their position for 5 to 10 
years, and everyone seems to be getting burnt out.  

Here are the results for the “early” nomination for 
a board position.  

Director: Eldon  Co-Director: OPEN 

Legislative: Pudge PR: Hip 

Sgt. Of Arms: Chuck Co Sgt: Mark H.  

Treasurer: Denise  Membership: Denise 

Products: OPEN Minutes Sec.: Gail 

Tusc. Cnty:  Mike G.  Harrison Cnty: OPEN 

Jefferson Cnty: Tim Carroll Cnty: OPEN 

Columbiana: OPEN Stark Cnty: OPEN 

Newsletter: The Crew  

Mike K. wasn’t there 

Next meeting Oct 19 at Vaughn’s Pub & Grill  

Moment of Silence  Meeting Adjourned 



 

 

Director……………….Eldon Witter 
   330-806-1391 
Co-Director…………...Mark Miller 
   330-417-0238 
Minutes Sec…………..Gail Schweitzer 
   330-484-2004 
Membership Sec……...Denise Byham 
   330-588-8385 
      dbyham@neo.rr.com 
Treasurer…………….Denise Byham 
   330-588-8385 
Products……………...Fletch & Joyce 
   330-484-3028 
Legislative…………...Pudge Schemansky 
   330-484-4188 
Public Relations ……….Hip Schweitzer 
   330-484-2004 
                    jschweit@neo.rr.com 
Sergeant of Arms……….Chuck Woods 
   740-945-8013 
Co-Sgt of Arms………..Mark Hamilton 
   740-922-6716 
Carroll Cnty……………...Deb Farr 
   330-859-3009 
Columbiana Cnty. ……….Dan Burd 
   330-477-9635 
Harrison Cnty…………Diana McDonald 
   740-945-8013 
Jefferson Cnty………….Tim Cordray 
   740-269-1213 
Stark Cnty………..  James “Flipper” Smith 
   330-605-3847 
Tusc. Cnty…………….Mike Gloss 
   330-874-4048 
Newsletter Editors…….Hip/Gail/ Denise 
         jschweit@neo.rr.com 
         dbyham@neo.rr.com 
Web Page……….http://www.cmro.org  or  
             http://www.abatecmro.org 
E-Mail …………...webmaster@cmro.org   

 

Back to Back Screen printing 330-323-2525 or 

330-265-3149               

D & A Roofing 330-484-3962 

J.F. Farr Concrete Inc. 330-859-2321   

JEKUBIK Painting & Wall Coverings  330-830-0114 

Kegley’s Cycles 330-479-0857  

Paul Arrow’s Pants Shop 330-385-1835 

Ross Auto Repair 740-498-4236   

TA’s Refuse & Hauling 330-866-5050 

Somerdale Inn 330-859-2307 

Touraine Club 740-498-7347 

Quaker Steak & Lube , Scott McWilliams,  

(330) 433-9464 (Canton Store) 

Pro Tax Services, Ron Zeno 330-499-5000 

Whipple Auction & Realty, Sandy Reighard  

330-477-9365 

 

 

CMRO Region 8  
2008 Board Members 

 CMRO Member, Businesses 
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FOR SALE 

DVDs of the Vigil at 2008 Freedom Rally.  The DVD 
also has pictures of present & past Freedom Rally.  

$10 per DVD, contact Mark Hamilton 740-922-6716. 

Mark will have some at the Halloween Party  



 

MRF E-MAIL NEWS Motorcycle Riders Foundation 

236 Massachusetts Ave. NE 

Suite 510 

Washington, DC 20002-4980 

202-546-0983 (voice) 

202-546-0986 (fax) 

http://www.mrf.org (website) 

08 October 2008 

Contact: Tim Tennimon, Executive Director, ABATE Of California, Inc.  Email: tennimonsr@att.net 

 ABATE of California Inc., is resolute in our commitment to move forward and stand strong in the motorcycle rights 
movement. With mounting pressure from state and federal agencies we are facing motorcycle smog laws, low noise ordinances, 
a motorcycle safety summit that is working in conjunction with the CHP and NHTSA to impose more restrictions on riding your 
motorcycle, helmet laws and cities that want to limit gatherings by motorcyclists. 

 In order to strengthen our position we are committed to working with all MRO's including NCOM, MRF, AMA, MMA 
and any state motorcycle rights organizations that strengthens our lobby on legislative issues and on motorcycle safety.  

 Our united front with these other MRO's make us better prepared to attack issues on a broader scope by having access 
to legal assistance, promoting the sharing of information among the SMROs and different groups, supporting and increasing 
political and legal effectiveness through free assistance with legislative strategy, safety projects, public awareness, information 
updates and assistance in both the legislative and judicial arenas. 

 We are proud of our alliance with these organizations and look forward to the success that this collective effort is sure 
to bring  

 

02 October 2008 

 

Contact: Jeff Hennie, Vice President of Government Relations, MRF    Email: jeff@mrf.org 

Washington Update 

 The US House passed the Health Insurance Restrictions and Limitations Act of 2008 (HR 6908) last week. This bill, as 
previously reported by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF), would force insurance providers to disclose upfront, in writ-
ing, any activity they are unwilling to provide full payment for an injury sustained while participating in said activity. 

 Currently the insurance providers need only refer to the federal loophole known as the "source of injury exclusion pro-
vision" to limit payment for any injury based on the source of the injury. 
 The bill passed with unanimous consent by the US House and is now being considered by the US Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP). The Senate has passed legislation that was farther reaching than HR 6809 in a 
previous Congress so the outlook remains bright but time is running short. The MRF will keep you informed on this important 
issue. 

NHTSA Proposes New Helmet Standards 

 

Legislative Report  
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 In a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) earlier this week, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) set forth its proposal to modify the current safety standard for helmets, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 218 
(FMVSS 218). The proposal focuses mostly on the least important part of any helmet, the DOT label. The NPRM outlines what 
NHTSA would like to see on the back of your helmet. A new label to replace the current football shaped sticker with the letters 
DOT printed in a contrasting color to the background. NHTSA claims that due to entities printing and selling "Doing Our 
Thing" that closely resembles the DOT sticker the federal standard has been undermined and needs an upgrade to a bigger better 
sticker. 

 The changes the proposal outlines will require including the word "certified", the manufacturer's name, and the model 
of the helmet. The proposal also calls for the sticker to be larger and placed higher up from the bottom of the helmet. The new 
sticker has one other change, it's not a sticker. The NPRM calls for the new label to be a "water decal" to be applied under the 
helmet's final clear coat. 

 A few problems arise with this portion of the proposal. What about helmets that don't have a clear coat such as leather 
clad or the popular matte finish? What about the cost to manufacturing, which will certainly be higher than the government esti-
mates? Lastly, how does this affect the 30 helmet choice law states? The answer to that one is, it doesn't - other than the fact that 
when you choose to wear a helmet it would have to be DOT certified. 

 NHTSA also called for some changes to the testing of helmets. None of the changes provide for a more real world con-
dition, just adjusting some of the allowable ranges for helmet puncture and retention. 

 What is troubling about the proposal is the underlying theme of "safer crashing". We at the MRF believe that it is best 
to focus on crash prevention instead of injury mitigation. Helmets do not prevent crashes, educated riders and motorists do. 

 It's true that motorcycle fatalities are near historic levels, but so are new unit sales and registrations. With the soaring 
price of fuel, expect that to continue for the foreseeable future. 

 So what does NHTSA expect this proposal to do in the real world? Let us refer to some of NHTSA's own numbers 
from the proposal. First since this only really affects the 20 mandatory universal helmet law states and the District of Columbia 
where according to NHTSA's numbers 15 percent of the riders in those jurisdictions use "novelty" helmets that don't meet the 
current FMVSS 218. Reading further NHTSA says that this proposal, if enacted, would realistically reach 5 percent of the 15 
percent of riders who now use "novelty" helmets in universal helmet law states. Using NHTSA's method of guessing at helmet 
effectiveness, that amounts to about 17-32 lives a year. Now we can certainly all agree that any life saved is a huge success, but 
the original reason for this proposal was to bring down fatalities significantly. The low double digit decreases don't really dip the 
numbers down enough to make this necessary.  Again, all life is precious but with government resources running on empty, The 
MRF believes this is time and money better spent on motorcycle safety programs that focus on avoidance of the crash. 

The MRF encourages you to provide your own public comment to this NPRM. 

You can read the entire 66 page proposal that includes instructions on how to apply. The comment period is open for 60 days. 
Use the link to view the document: 

http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/DOT/NHTSA/Rulemaking/Rules/Associated%20Files/Helmets_Upgrade_NPRM.pdf 

or 

http://tinyurl.com/4zcg7x 

 

Legislative Report Continued… 
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1811 Woodland Ave. NW 
Canton, OH 44709-3619 

CMRO Region 8   

Regional Meeting 
Sunday, October 19,  2008 1pm @  
Vaughn’s Pub & Grill 
10983 State Route 212 NE 
Bolivar,  330-874-1092 
 
 
 
 
 
Board Meeting 
 
Sunday, October 19, 2008 
12 Noon. 1 hour prior to the Re-
gional Meeting.   

The Ohio Freedom Fighter 
CMRO Region 8. 

PRO TAX SERVICES 
Experience and Educated 

Proud Sponsor and Life Time Member of CMRO 

REFUNDS AND REBATES 
DON’T FEEL LIKE YOUR REFUND WAS 

ENOUGH 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Discounts apply to Bikers  
Individual/Family 

Specializing in Small Businesses 

(Second to no one in finding every deduction for you) 

330-499-5000 
7282 Wales Ave NW N. Canton, Oh 44720 








