
      ABATE / CMRO   1 

CMRO 
REGION 8 

Volume 9, Issue 11              The Ohio Freedom Fighter          November 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
In This Issue… 

1 Nominations / New Members / Birthdays  

2  Officers / Classifieds / 
 Calendar of  Events    

3  Tusc. Cnty Rep. / Wisbom by Bryce   

4 Members Business Section  /  Meeting 
Minutes / Membership Sec. report 

5  Director’s Report 

6  Next Board & Regionl Meeting Information 

7  

8  

Welcome New Members
 
Shawn Fisk  Douglas Meek   
Tammy Rue Les Rue  

 
Happy Birthday to… 

 
Linda Beucler      Gari Burd    Angel Craddock 
Darla Davis     Deb Farr     Deb George 
Mary Green     Dani Joseph     Kimberly Reese       
Joyce Bishop    Debbie Scarpino     
Sandy Schemansky Gail Schweitzer     
Steve Berner Jeff Byham     David Longoria 
Scott McWilliams  Thomas Michel   Donald Ramser 
Gene Ruhl    Hip Schweitzer   Al Simodi 
Elmer Tope   Mark Wade   
  
And anyone else we may have missed. 

 
Remember the elections are on the 18th of November at Rocky’s. 

Nominations are: 
Director-Eldon 
Co/Director-Mark Miller-Erma Tufford 
Minutes Secretary- Gail Schweitzer 
Sgt of Arms- Chuck Woods 
Co/Sgt of Arms- John George-Mark Hamilton 
Public Relations- Hip Schweitzer- John George 
Products- Fletcher & Joyce Hunter- Kristy Witter & Gail Schweitzer. 
Treasurer - appointed 
 Membership Secretary- Denise 
County Reps- Stark-Randy Repik-Erma Tufford, Carroll- Deb Farr, Tusc- Mike Gloss- Erma Tufford,  
Jefferson- Jim Farr, Columbiana- Dan Byrd, Harrison- Diana McDonald. 
Legislative: Open 
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 Our deepest sympathy goes out to Mark 
Hamilton & Family.  He lost his dad this past October.  
Mark & family, you are in our thoughts and prayers.   
       
  
 

CMRO Region 8 
2007 Board Members: 

 
Director………………… .Eldon Witter 
     330-478-8730 
Co-Director………………Mark Miller 
    330-417-0238 
Minutes Secretary………Gail Schweitzer   
      330-484-2004 
   gschweit@neo.rr.com 
Membership Sec… …….Denise Byham
                 330-588-8385 
     dbyham@neo.rr.com 
Treasurer………………...Denise Byham
      330-588-8385 
Products ………..…….….Fletch & Joyce 
      330-484-3028 
Tuscarawas Cnty Rep.… Mike Gloss 
      330-874-4048 
Carroll Cnty Rep..……… Cathie Harper 
       330-866-5221 
Jefferson Cnty Rep..…….Jim Farr 
       330-859-3009 
Stark County Rep……….. Randy Repik 
       330-874-2084 
Columbiana Cnty Rep…..Dan Burd 
       330-477-9635 
Harrison Cnty Rep……… Diana McDonald 
       740-945-8013 
Legislative ……………….Pudge Schemansky 
       330-484-4188 
Public Relations ……….. Hip Schweitzer
       330-484-2004 
                   jschweit@neo.rr.com 
Sergeant of Arms………. Chuck Woods 
       740-945-8013 
Co-Sergeant of Arms…… Kris Witter 
       330-478-8730 
Newsletter Editors..……..Hip/Gail  
      330-484-2004 

  jschweit@neo.rr.com 
 
Web Page….http://www.cmro.org 
  www.abatecmro.org 
E-mail….webmaster@cmro.org 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2007 

 
Nov. 18th   Board Mtg. & Regional Mtg. (Elections) 
 
Dec. 8th      Christmas Party 
Dec. 16th    Board Mtg.  
No Regional Meeting 
 

Mark you calendars! 
 

Elections are November 18th. 
 

We need your help with 
keeping Region 8 going! 

Thank you!  
To Roadside for letting us hold our 

October board and regional meeting there.. 

For Sale 
 

New Ladies Fringed Chaps (3x Large) 
$100.00 or best offer 
Call Duck or Kat at 330-484-3962  
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Greetings from Tuscarawas County,  
 
 For those of you that missed the Halloween party, you missed a real hoot!  Thanks to Mark for all 
the hard work organizing, to all that made the buffet so great, and to Hip for booking the great band.   
 Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Saturday, December 8th for the Christmas party at 
Somerdale Inn.  It’s your last chance this year to party with the Region 8, CMRO party animals.   
 So far, we have been able to ride our bike to every monthly meeting through October, hope the 
weather keeps cooperating.  See you at the Christmas party! 
Ride Safe, Ride Often. 
Mike Gloss 
Tuscarawas County Rep.  

Wisdom by Bryce 
 

Hello, 
  A Judge in Painesville recently assigned a unique form of punishment to fit the crime. On a recent 
Friday the thirteenth hooker sweep, the individuals were arrested. The lady was an undercover Police 
Officer. They were charged with solicitation, fined and ordered to return to the scene of the crime. 
They had the choice of wearing chicken suits and parading around with signs about STD’s and hookers 
or doing twenty days in jail. Co incidentally, the Judge’s name was Judge Chickenetti, go figure. 
  Wisconsin Legislators have introduced a bill that outlines how divorcing couples and the courts 
should handle custody battles over pets. The bill would specify among other things, visitation rights 
and the right to move the animal out of state. If the feuding spouse can’t agree on what to do with the 
pet a Judge can pick a spouse or ship the animal off to a local Humane Society or similar shelter. 
Traditionally the courts treat pets like pieces of property. 
  Also, unrelated to pets, Minnesota was the first state in the union to introduce legislation for unlimited 
height restrictions on ape hanger handlebars. Life is good. 
 
Thanks for listening. 
 Sincerely, 
 Bryce Corbin 
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Hello Everyone, 
 I want to “Thank” our members who have sent me their renewal letter.  Our membership is slowly decreasing.  I know it 
is hard times for most of us, but by being a member of CMRO you are showing that you still care about your rights.  Your 
membership money helps the fight for all of us to have a “Freedom of Choice”.   
 Any new member that needs their patches, I’ll be glad to give them to you at our next meeting.  If anyone would like to 
put something in the newsletter (a letter or a flyer) please let us know.  You can e-mail it over to Denise or Hip or send it to the 
return address on the front of this newsletter.   
 Again, if anyone has a question or a concern, please let me know. My information is on page 2. 
 
Denise 
Region 8 Membership Secretary and Treasurer. 
 

 
D & A Roofing 330-484-3962  
Back to Back Screen printing 330-323-2525 or 330-265-3149 
J.F. Farr Concrete Inc. 330-859-2321   
Paul Arrow’s Pants Shop 330-385-1835 
Ross Auto Repair 740-498-4236   
Southwest Embroidery 330-484-3028 
TA’s Refuse & Hauling 330-866-5050 
Somerdale Inn 330-859-2307 
Touraine Club 740-498-7347 

Board Meeting- 10-21-07 
Regional Meeting-10-21-07 
 
County Reps- Stark- see flyers, Columbiana- nothing, Tuscarawas- see letter, Jefferson- see flyers, Carroll- absent, 
Harrison- nothing. 
Sgt of Arms- no problems at the Halloween Party. 
Public Relations- Band for the Christmas Party. 
Newsletter- Deadline the 7th of November. 
Minutes- read newsletter. 
Legislative- see letter. 
Membership- 211 for Region 8. 11 for Region 19. 
Co-Director- Members want to know why we always talk about events and not fighting for rights. Can’t fight for 
rights without money and can’t make money without having events. 
Director- Want to have a Basic Riders Course. Must have 12 people to sign up for it. No MES this coming year 
because of low attendance. It is a good program and a shame it has to end because of this. 
Old Business- Great Halloween Party. Had a good attendance (92) and a good time was had by all. 
New Business-Christmas Party at Somerdale Inn. Will have band. Decided on Chicken from Pizza Oven instead of a 
meat platter. 
Next meeting is at Rocky’s in Bolivar on 11-18-07 
Board Meeting- 11-18-07 
Darcy Robinson was not here. Gail Schweitzer was. 
Thank to Mary at Roadside for having us. 
Moment of Silence. 
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Hello everyone,  
 Fall is here, days are getting shorter, and the nights are getting colder, and our riding season is coming to a close for 
some of us.  
 October turned out to be a very busy month. I need to pass on some information from the state to you. The State office 
is trying to get a grant for all the regions. They are going to use this money for a basic rider course.  This will be offered to all 
our members. So, what I need is to know who would be intested in taking this course. Also they want us to take a practice test to 
see how we would do and if they are a need for the class. So what I need in order to put this on is a head count. If you would like 
to do this or not please call me and tell me what you think.  
 The Halloween party as a lot of fun we had a pretty good crowd at the Red Onion. Big thanks go out to Mark Miller for 
putting this all together and to Hip, for finding us another good band. 
 Once again to all the volunteers that worked the door and who helped set up the hall thank you.  I want thank the Red 
Onion party center for having us down there as well.  
 On to the meeting a big thank you goes out to Mary and roadside for having us there, we had a good crowd for meeting 
as well, it sound like that we have our Christmas party all set up it will be at Somerdale Inn on December 8th. Hip is getting a 
band and we would appreciate a covered dish to share but it isn’t required. I hope to see all you there.  We also talk about 
the Canton swap meet in January we will need volunteers work the booth. At the next meeting I will have a sign up sheet for 
that.   
 One more thing for the state we are going to need volunteers to work the state booth at the I X center in January, I will 
have more info after the state board meeting in December 2nd at my house if you would like to attend it is at 12 noon.  
 Also at the meeting we did nominations I want to say thank you to all that volunteered to take a position. I have good 
news and some bad news as well. I was nominated to take the director job again, (now that was a good news) Now here is the 
bad new I said I would do it.  
 Lets not to forget the November birthday party at the Gambrinus Inn on the November10th.    Our next meting will be at 
Rocky’s in Bolivar on the November 18th  hope to see you there.  
                                                                                 See ya  
                                                                                 Eldon (Edawg) 
 

 
Congratulations!!! 

 
Joshua Link (U.S. Army E2) entered basic training Aug. 2007 and graduated October 2007, from 

Fort Benning, GA.  After graduation Joshua went to A.I.T. Fort Gordon, GA. (25 Bravo 447th Signal 
Battalion, 15th Brigade).  (Information Technology Specialists)  

 
 

!!!!! News Flash !!!!! 
 

A rumor has been circulating widely thru the internet and numerous veterans organizations that both 
the National Archives and the Human Resources Command –St. Louis, are digitizing retiree and 
veteran official military personnel files, and then plan to destroy the old paper copies, thus 
encouraging veterans and retirees to request these hard copy documents prior to their destruction.  
This rumor is NOT TRUE, and the unfortunate end result is that St. Louis is being flooded with such 
requests, and the valid, time sensitive request, are taking much longer to process.  – from the 
www.rodon.arny.mil/MPD/default.htm website. (U.S. Army Signal Center and Fort Gordon)   All 
after-duty personnel emergencies should be reported to the Center Duty Office at (706) 791-4718, 
DSN prefix 780. 
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Regional Meeting 
Sunday, November 18th 2007 at 
1:00pm  At Rocky’s   
156 Central Ave SE, Bolivar, 44612 
330-874-9781 
 
Next Board Meeting:  
Sunday, November 18th 2007 
1 hour before the Regional Meeting. 

 
Please plan on attending the meeting.  

It is “Election” time.  We need your help 
and we would like to see some new faces.  
We would also like to get your feedback.   

 



·Legislative Report

We Need You In DC!

If you are thinking of taking the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) up on our suggestion to haveyour State
Motorcyclists' Rights Organization (SMRO) make the trip to DC to meet with your members of the House and
Senate regarding the recent recommendations by the National Transportation Safety Board, please do so prior
to November 16th. That's the last day that Congress will likely be in session, barring a few possible days in
late December to do some last minute house cleaning before the Holiday break. Pleasecontact the MRF'sDC
office for further information.

New Guy at NHTSA

James Ports rides a motorcycle. He is also a former member of the Maryland State Legislature and a fornllfMaryland Department of Transportation (DOT) official. He has earned the support and respect of ABATE0'-'­
Maryland leadership, and he just happens to be the new Deputy Administrator for the US DOT National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Mr. Ports took some time out of his busy schedule recently to
sit down with the MRFand ABATEof MD in his spacious new office. At this meeting, which was mainly a meet
and greet, Deputy Administrator Ports pledged his support of motorcycling and agreed to work with the MRF
as much as he can. NHTSAjust continued its recent trend of becoming more motorcycle friendly. Maybe Mr.
Ports, whose job is only guaranteed as long Mr. Bush occupies 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, can get a new
gig at the National Transportation Safety Board when this one runs it course. That's probably not likely
though. Either way he has the support and respect of the MRF.

Thanks to the Mountain State!

ABATEof WV recently made a trip to DC to lobby their members of the House and Senate. The Capitol Hill
newbies (it was the first time lobbying DC for the group) put together a first-rate trip and had appointments
with every member of the WV delegation. The three-person lobby team allowed the MRFto join them in all of
their meetings. It was a successful day to say the least. The high point was meeting with the senior senator
from WV, Robert Byrd. Senator Byrd has the distinction of being one of the longest serving Senators in
history. He is currently the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, which puts him third in line to the
Presidency should something happen to the VP and the speaker of the House. Senator Byrd welcomed us into
his palatial office suite in the Capitol, got up from his lunch of a cheese sandwich and a pickle (this guy is as
humble as they come) and chatted about motorcycles for more than a few minutes. Senator Byrd has served
West Virginia for over 50 years and has done the mountain state proud. Say what you will about his politics,
but he has created a legacy that will stand for decades to come. Keep up the good work Senator and let the
MRFknow when you are ready for that motorcycle ride. Look for pictures of this meeting in the next issue of
the MRFREPORTS.

Motorcycle Vehicle Miles Traveled

Last week the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) held a unique event, the Motorcycle Travel
Symposium, a three-day meeting aimed at improving the data used to calculate motorcycle vehicle miles
traveled (VMT).

VMT numbers are used to calculate a number of transportation data points. Most noteworthy isthe Fatality
Analysis Reporting System (FARS) used by NHTSAto determine the percentage of fatality rates per miles
traveled by any given mode of transportation. Good data is important here because if the number of actual
miles traveled is not accurate, then it makes that particular form of transportation appear deadlier than it
really may be. You can listen to a detailed presentation on how motorcycle VMT numbers affect FARSdata by
visiting the archives of the MRF's2005 Meeting of the Minds at .
http://www.inbradio.comfmediafarchivesfmrffmotm2005.html.

Up until now it has been optional for states to report any VMT for motorcycles, but that has changed. Starting
in June 2008, motorcycle data is no longer optional for states to report to the feds. Remember hearing that



no motorcycles travel in South Dakota? The MRFand SMROshave questioned the inaccuracy of motorcycle
VMT numbers for several years, and the feds have finally put a stop to that nonsense. You can read more
about the MRF'sresearch into motorcycle VMT numbers on the MRF'swebsite at
http://www.mrf.org/articies/2005/05NR2105nr21nomotorcyciestravelinsouthdakota.htm .

So why did the FHWAneed to have a three-day meeting to address this issue? What is the real problem with
collecting accurate VMT numbers for motorcycles? Apparently everything. Let's start with the technological
issues. The actual technology used to collect data was designed for cars and trucks, not motorcycles. The
small signature of motorcycles is difficult to capture using the tube or hose capture methods. Often times the
tubes are only stretched across half a lane giving ample room for the motorcycle to simply go around the
foreign object in the road. Some of the newer laser technology may be promising, but it's expensive and
easily thrown off calibration by weeds, snow or curious animals. Some of the video collection technology
shows some promise, but it too is expensive and difficult to maintain. With dwindling money at state DOTs,
new purchases of pricey video cameras and lasers just is not a widespread option.

Then there's the human factor. It is common knowledge that a large number of motorcyclists spend more
time on the road from Friday to Sunday. This intuition is backed up by the National Household Transportation
Survey, a phone study conducted by the feds that surveys 20,000 plus households on their respective travel
habits. Questions include what type of vehicles you own, when and where are you using those vehicles, how
many licensed drivers are under your roof, and so on. This study reported that almost 40 percent of all
motorcycle travel occurs on the weekends. That becomes a problem because most of the state employees
hired to physically collect the data only work Monday through Thursday, so any weekend travel goes
unmonitored. Seasons also skew the data, for most northern states see very few motorcycles during winter
months and the state DOTsdon't adjust for that.

Another major problem is where the VMT data is collected. Most of the states collect data on roads that see
the most use by cars and trucks. Think of major interstates, multilane highways and other heavily traveled
roads, bridges and tunnels. Now think of where most motorcycle rides occur, on back roads, scenic byways
and other out-of-the-way streets. Most motorcyclists purposefully avoid the heavy congestion of an urban
environment in favor of lesser-traveled roads with less heavy truck traffic. The statistic commonly used by the
states is that they survey just 23% of the roads and leave the other 77% that are generally the responsibility
of smaller entities such as townships and villages alone. That's a major discrepancy and a fatal flaw of the
VMT data for motorcycles.

It's refreshing, to say the least, that the federal government is finally taking a good hard look at the validity
of the motorcycle VMT data. Now the hard part, committing precious resources toward improving the data
collection. Simply mandating that the data be reported next year will not automatically ensure accurate
numbers, and some argue just the opposite. Now that the stFltes have to do more with the same amount of
resources, it may have the effect of fictitious numbers repor~edjust to comply with another federal directive.

A lot of serious research is occurring, but until that research is easily translatable to real world situations it's
doubtful that the VMT numbers for motorcycles will be believable. Much work remains, but this is with out

question a tremendous step forward, and the MRFwill conti]"e to monitor and report any progress.
Nothing new about the Right of Way Bill at this time 5B 1581 and HB207.

i

Don't forget to tell your Senator's and House Rep. to get on board and back the HIPAAAct.

Legislative Person

PUnGE SCHEMANSKY




